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BATTLE OF THE BUCKLES

TOURNAMENT

May 29 - May 31 | Sunset Marina | 410-213-9600

TUNAS AND TIARA’S

TOURNAMENT

June I3 - June 14 | Ocean City Fishing Center | 410-213-1121

SMALL BOAT TOURNAMENT

June 21 - 22 | Ocean City Marlin Club | 410-213-1613
FISH N PADDLE TOURNAMENT

June 21 - June 22 | Atlantic Tackle | 410-213-0325
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CANYON KICK-OFF

July 4 -July 6 | Ocean City Marlin Club | 410-213-1613

MID-ATLANTIC CUP
BLUE MARLIN TOURNAMENT
July 4 | Cape May & Sunset Marina | 609-884-2400

OCEAN CITYTUNATOURNAMENT

July 10 - July 13 | Ocean City Fishing Center | 410-213-1121

JIMMY JOHNSON QUEST
FORTHE RING CHAMPIONSHIP
410-213-9600

July 13 -July 19 | Sunset Marina

L

July 19 - July 20

L

July 25 - July 27 | Talbot Street Peir

Ll

Ll

Aug | -

Aug 2

MARLIN CLUB KID’S CLASSIC

Ocean City Marlin Club | 410-213-1613

BIG FISH CLASSIC TOURNAMENT

410-213-0325

MARLINS FOR MASON

Ocean City Marlin Club | 609-377-0706

MARLIN CLUB HEELS &

REELS LADIES TOURNAMENT

Aug | -

Aug 2

Ocean City Marlin Club | 410-213-1613

L

L

L

August 4 - August 8

WHITE MARLIN OPEN

Harbour Island Marina

CAPT. STEVE HARMAN’S

POOR GIRL’S OPEN

August 14 -August 16

August 18 - 22

Bahia Marina

MID-ATLANTIC
Cape May & Sunset Marina

FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine

410-289-7438

410-289-9229

609-884-2400
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LABOR DAY INVITAITONAL
August 29 - 31 | Ocean City Marlin Club | 410-213-1613

FLOUNDER POUNDER
September 7 | Bahia Marina | 410-289-7473

CHALLENGE CUP INVITAITONAL
Sept |1 - 13 | Cape May Marlin & Tuna Club | 609-884-1006

SPOT TOURNAMENT
September |3 | Ocean City Fishing Center | 410-213-1121

| FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine

MID-ATLANTIC
SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT

October 4 - 6 | Ocean City, MD

OCEAN CITY INSHORE

410-251-2203

CLASSICTOURNAMENT

October 4 - 5 | Atlantic Tackle

410-213-0421

Free Public F/’S‘A/hﬂ

] THE BEACHES OF OCEAN CITY

During the summer; anglers are allowed to
surf fish before 10am and after 5:30pm (or
when the lifeguards are off-duty). Off-Season,
anglers are allowed all day. Use mullet for
bluefish, squid for sharks and trout, blood-
worms or Fishbites for spot and whiting,

lures, live eels or spot for stripers.

HOMER GUDELSKY PARK

Traveling west over the Route 50 Bridge, make a left at Golf Course Road (next
to Royal Farms) and make the next immediate left onto Old Bridge Road. Beach
with rocks along the shore. Cast shiners and squid for flounder, worms or

Fishbites for sea bass and spot, lures for blues, live eels or spot for stripers.

OCEAN CITY INLET

Located at the southernmost end of Ocean City. Use lures for bluefish, trout, and

striper, sandfleas for tautog, and squid, mullet or shiners for flounder.

ROUTE 50 BRIDGE

Located one block south of |st Street. Excellent flounder fishing with frozen
shiners.Worms or Fishbites used for spot and other small fish. Blues hit lures or
squid. Night fishing is generally good working lures beneath the lights. Also, good

crabbing location using traps.

2ND THRU 4TH STREET BULKHEAD

Located on the bayside. Use shiners and squid for flounder, bluefish and sea bass.

Blood worms or Fishbites for spot, sand fleas or sectioned green crabs for tautog.

CONVENTION HALL
Bulkhead and pier behind Convention Hall at 40th Street. Good crabbing and fair
fishing on the high tide. Use live minnows for flounder, bloodworms or Fishbites

for spot and croaker.
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Ocean City Fishing Center
12940 Inlet Isle Lane | Ocean City, MD 21842 | 410.213.1121

Sunset Marina
12911 Sunset Ave. | Ocean City, MD 21842 | 410.213.9600

Fisherman’s Marina
12806 Sunset Ave. | Ocean City, MD 21842 | 410.213.9600

2 2 )  A-DARE
Captain Dennis Ward

A-Dare inshore offers a top notch
experience in the back bays of
Ocean City. Family oriented trips
run by Capt. Dennis Ward,a MD
native with over 30 years in the
sport fish industry. 4hr, 3hr, and

2hr trips available.

Call us to book your charter

561-379-4679

Fisherman’s Marina

1 6 | FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine

4 2 ) ALLIN
Captain David Midgett

Whether you are looking to book
an enjoyable day offshore with family
and friends or want to book a com-
pany outing, ALL IN is your charter
of choice. Capt. Dave sports over
20 years of experience fishing the
waters off Ocean City. Come step

aboard the recently refit 42’ Jersey

and enjoy an incredible day.

www.AllinSportFishingOC.com

443.798.4917
Ocean City Fishing Center

5 O )  BLUE RUNNER

Captain Mark Bowen

Blue Runner is a Hatteras 50C
providing a 27 knot cruise speed
with a large salon and cockpit.
Equipped with electronics that
include Garmin, a Furuno OMNI
sonar and greenstick. She is outfit-
ted with gear to target any species
inshore and offshore. Call to come

aboard!

Follow us on Social Media
240-694-8352

Sunset Marina

6 1 ) BOSS HOGG

Captain Brian Porter

Boss Hogg is a spacious, comfort-
able Custom Carolina 6 Ift Sport
Fish. It's completely equipped with
many amenities which enhances
your fishing experience. Award
winning and notable with custom
tackle and green stick technology.
Major tournament wins with this

professional crew.

www.BossHoggFishing.com

410.458.1164

Sunset Marina

4 1 )  FIN RAZR
Captain Doug Smetana

Fin Razr sportfishing is a 41’ Regulator
that offers inshore and offshore fishing
experiences for anyone ready for a
great catch.Whether you want to catch

big fish offshore or stay closer to shore,

we will take you there.

www.FinRazr.com

302.379.1629

Sunset Marina

4 3 ) FINATIC
Captain Mark Malamphy

Finatic is a 43’ Viking powered by
twin Caterpillar diesel engines. A
salon with AC/heat, new electron-
ics, and sofa seating comfortably
accommodates up to six anglers.
Capt. Mark has been fishing off
Ocean City and Virginia for over
25 years and specializes in tuna,
marlin, mahi, wahoo, tilefish, sharks,

swordfish and sea bass fishing.

www.FinaticSportfishing.com

443.350.7364
Ocean City Fishing Center

FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine |




GRANDE’ PEZ

Captain Ryan Freese
Captain Pat Svhela

538’

i Grande’ Pez is a totally upgraded
58’ Shearline. Notable equipment

includes Furono Sonar, Cat C18s

providing a 30 knot cruise, best

of all fishing tackle. Available for

Private Charters or Tournaments.

www.GrandePezSportfishing.com

610-633-8866

Sunset Marina

1 8 | FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine

HALL PASS
Captain George Hall

17k
Hall Pass is a 37’ Viking powered by
Cummins 550hp QSB 6.7 diesels with
a cruising speed 26 — 28 knots (mid
30s top). The command deck holds
a salon-like living area that includes
a port-side U-shaped dinette and a

fiberglass hi-lo table.

Call us to book your charter

301-481-5513

Fisherman’s Marina

58’

MARLI
Captain Mark Hoos

The Marli is a 58’ custom Caroli-
na sportfishing yacht locally owned
and operated by a professional
crew with over 40 years experi-
ence.A proven tournament winner
that will provide a memorable

day of fishing. It is considered one
of the finest charter boats on the

east coast.

www.MarliSportfishing.com
410.456.7765

Sunset Marina

PUMPIN HARD
Captain Mike Burt

58’
Built on the Outer Banks of North
Carolina, the Pumpin Hard 58
offers a smooth ride and spacious
cockpit making her one of the
most comfortable and efficient
boats in the fleet. Its crew is tour-
nament proven and ready to make

your trip memorable.

www.PumpinHardSportfishing.com

410.726.8804

Sunset Marina

7
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ROSHAMBO

)
6 5 Capt.Willie Zimmerman
The Roshambo is powered with
TWINI1550hp motors with a cruising
speed of 35 knots .We are equipped
with a SEAKEEPER installed to eliminate
95% of boat orll for added comfort.
State of the art GARMIN electronics
including FURUNO OMNI SONAR
providing a better opportunity to locate

the fish!!

www.RoshamboSportfishing.com

443.370.7144
Ocean City Fishing Center

SPLIT BILL
Capt.Andy Butler
Capt. Casey Anderson

38’

Our 38’ Henriques that will im- r
press you with its spacious cockpit
,seaworthiness and affordability.

Equipped with experienced crew,

the latest electronics and top of

the line fishing rods, reels, and

tackle, Spilt Bill is certain to give

you the best offshore experience

Ocean City, MD has to offer. 1

www.SplitBillSportfishing.com
443.418-3566 | 410.596.4102

Fisherman’s Marina

FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine | 1 9
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TURNIN FINS
Captain Jake Shaffer

46’
Turnin Fins is a 46’ Ocean with
a 27 knot cruise and all the latest
tackle ready to take you and your
group offshore for a day of fishing.
Fitted with all new Electronics

specializing in Tunas, billfish, and
tile fish.

www. TurninFins.com

570.898.3207
Ocean City Fishing Center

20 | FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine

WHITE LIGHTNING

)
6 1 Captain Troy Salmon
The White Lightning isa 61’
Lightning with C-18 CAT engines
that will quickly get you to the fishing
grounds. We can customize trips to
fit your particular needs. We encour-
age our customers to get involved as

much or as little as you like.

www.WhiteLightningOc.com
757.377.9655

Sunset Marina

THE WRECKER
Captain Bobby Layton

ST’
The NEW Wrecker is a 57’
Blackwell and is powered by twin
Caterpillar C-18 Diesels, which
gives us a fast cruise, and great top
end.The design of the hull, gives us
a super efficient ride, that is soft
and stable even through the most

nautical of conditions

www.WreckerSportfishing.com
410.507.4150
Ocean City Fishing Center

e e N T R N e N R N R e e N N N N e

THE ZIPPER
Captain Zip Zajdel

47
The Zipper is a fast 47’ Buddy
Davis powered by twin 900HP
Scania Diesels. It has a large,
comfortable salon with A/C,
experienced crew and all the latest
equipment and tackle for an
enjoyable, successful trip to

the canyons.

www.ZipperSportfishing.com
443-986-4968

Sunset Marina

e

OC FISHING CENTER
12940 Inlet Isle Ln
Ocean City, MD 21842

The Ocean City Fishing Center
in Maryland is a premier marina
offering over 160 slips, the largest
charter fishing fleet in town, and
amenities such as a bait and tackle
shop, fish cleaning station, and
on-site dining at Micky Fins

Dockside Bar & Grill.

www.OcFishing.com

410.213.1121

SUNSET MARINA
12911 Sunset Ave
Ocean City, MD 21842

Sunset Marina is a premier full-
service marina resort offering
204 surge-free slips, direct access
to the Atlantic Ocean, and
top-tier amenities including

two swimming pools, a fitness
center, and the award-winning

Sunset Grille restaurant.

www.OcSunsetMarina.com

410.213.9600

FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine




FISH IDENTIFICATION CHARTS imeriarinal OW YOUR FISH

the Atlantic. Copies of this book are available in both marinas at
Sunset Provisions and the Ocean City Fishing Center.

BLUE MARLIN [ Makaira Nigricans ] : ! SWORDFISH [ Xiphias Gladius ] ALBACORE TUNA [ Thunnus Alalunga | ATLANTIC BONITO | Sarda Sarda ]

= Body is blue-black above, with a silvery white underside [ L = Long, flat bill, streamlined physique = Very long pectoral fins = Dark stripes from head to caudal fin
= Usually several vertical stripes are noticeable = Reach a maximum size of 177 inches and 1,400 Ibs = Caudal fin with narrow white margin = Lateral line noticeably wavy
Pointed dorsal fin curves sharply downward = Color is mostly dark brown to purple, with whitish undersides = Metallic,dark-blue above, silvery-gray sides = Finlets dusky
1190 Ibs = High, crescent-shaped dorsal fin and broadly forked tail
= Pectoral fins are also large and crescent shaped

LONGBILL SPEARFISH [ Tetrapturus Pflueferi | HATCHET MARLIN [Tetrapturus ] BLACKFIN TUNA [ Thunnus Atlanticus ]

= Color of body dark blue shading to silvery white underneath = May be a variant of the White Marlin Body stocky and robust = Pectoral fins moderately long
= Scales are round, whereas those of the other Marlins are pointed Large eyes in adults = Second dorsal and anal fins have silver luster
= Coloration is similar to the other Marlins, but it is closer Mid length pectoral fin = Bluish-black above silvery-gray sides and belly
e White than to the Blue in body proportions Finlets bright yellow with broad black margins

SAILFISH [ Istiophourus Albicans ] WHITE MARLIN [ Tetrapturus Albidus | LITTLE TUNNY | False Alba::)re ]

= Blue to gray in color = Dark blue body to chocolate brown, shading to silvery white underbelly = Body stocky and robust = Body with scattered dark spots above lateral line

Dorsal fin, which often stretches the entire length Noticeable spots on dorsal fin = Caudal keel black in adults Pectoral fins very short and broad

= Known for their incredible jumps

= Average size is 45 to 65 Ibs. with females reaching relatively larger sizes

22 | FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine | 23



SKIPJACK TUNA [ Katsuwonus Pelamis ]

= Belly features 4-6 prominent dark stripes
= Dark purplish-blue, silver lower sides and belly
Pectoral and pelvic fins very short and broad
inlets dusl

; IN TUNA [ Thunnus Albacares ]

Second dorsal fin and anal fins bright yellow
Finlets lemon-yellow with narrow black margins
Dark blue above, silvery-gray sides and belly
More slender than bluefin or bigeye tunas

SCALLOPED HAMMERHEAD ([ Sphyma Lewini ]

Front edge of hammer is slightly rounded

Primarily lives in warm temperate and tropical coastal waters
Pectoral fin has dark tip on underside

Often seen during the day in big schools

Feeds primarily on fish such as sardines, mackerel, and herring

SHORTFIN MAKO [ Isurus Oxyrinchus ]

Incredibly fast swimmers with superior lateral movements
In average full-grown length of 6 to 8 feet

Weigh up to 1750 Ibs

Bluish black and white underside

Sleek spindle shaped shark with a long conical snout

SMOOTH HAMMERHEAD | Sphyrna Zygaena ] SPINNER SHARK [ Caracharhinus Brevipinna ]

Head resembles more of an ax rather than the classic hammer =  Slender shark with a long, narrow, pointed snout, long gill slits

BLUE SHARK [ Prionace Glauca ] DUSKY SHARK [ Carcharhinus Obscurus ]

Generally lethargic, they are capable of moving very quickly as needed = Long streamlined body that is brown or gray above and white below
Top of the body is deep blue, lighter on the sides, and the underside is white = First dorsal fin originates over or near the free rear tips Steeply ascending first dorsal fin which tapers into a sickle form at the back and small, narrow-cusped teeth

Primary color on the top is olive green or dark gray-brown Coloration is grey above, white below, with a conspicuous

Pointed snout and extra-long dorsal fins of the pectoral fins
is 300 Ib 400 Ib i and white underneath white band on its sides

Prefer waters relatively close to shore Black-tipped fins

NURSE SHARK [ Ginglymostoma Cirratum ] THRESHER SHARK [ Alopias TIGER SHARK [ Galeocerdo Cuvieri |

Common indoor bottom-dwelling shark Large, thresher-like tail or caudal fins Size averages | Ift.to 14 ft.and weighs 850 to 2000 Ibs

GREAT WHITE SHARK [ Charcharodon Carcharias ]

Found in coastal surface waters in all major oceans : o . . .
Reaching lengths of more than 20 ft and weighing up to 5,000 Ibs Underslung mouth and barbells at the nostrils Tail is used as a weapon to stun prey Dark stripes down its body, which fade as the shark matures
Shape is much like the Mako Light yellowish-brown to dark brown, with or without small dark spots Small dorsal fin and large, recurved pectoral fins Skin can typically range from a blue to green hue to light with
Non-migratory-adapts to cold by becoming even less active Color ranges from brownish, bluish or purplish gray a white or light yellow underbelly

Robust large conical-shaped snout
. dorsally with lighter shades ventrally The second largest predatory shark other than the great white

24 | FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine FISH ON! Tournaments Magazine | 25
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A uewater’s network of experienced captains, craftsmen and support teams
— YOUR CUSTOM & PRODUCTION Bluewater's network of experienced captains, craftsmen and support ¢

has served the East Coast since 1968. Working with Bluewater Yacht Sales is

B,uewa ter- YACHT AUTHORITY about more than buying or selling a boat, it is about becoming a part of our B’uewa ter

YACHT SALES family and enjoying the Bluewater lifestyle together. M S =

GET INTO A NEW REGULATOR THIS SUMMER!

30’ Regulator 2024 - Call Today: 410.390.3043

IN-STOCK i T L. -~ 35 Regulator 2025 - Call Today: 410.390.3043 31" Regulator 2024 - Call Today: 410.390.3043

VIKING 64C

28’ Regulator 2024 - Call Today: 410.390.3043 26’ Regulator 2025 - Call Today: 410.390.3043 25’ Regulator 2025 - Call Today: 410.390.3043 23’ Regulator 2025 - Call Today: 410.390.3043

LIST WITH US

Whether you’re trading in or moving on, Bluewater offers the most capable sales and
marketing team in the Mid-Atlantic to sell your boat fast and for top dollar.

THE SALES EXPERTISE TO PUT YOU AT EASE

@,
7 7 12 ¢ Certified sales professionals ¢ Unparalleled marketing ¢ Multiple service, support and
representing buyers and sellers investments & budget storage locations
¢ Professional multi-point e Expansive broker network & ¢ More than 55 years representing
it ; inspection & free technical worldwide reach buyers & sellers around the
. - - £ . .
(N /i : inspection  Dedicated closing, financing & world
A A /A /] d "o - : ¢ Market analysis and document specialists
— e : L i comprehensive marketing plan « Experienced yacht brand
. ¢ Professional staging & lifestyle specialists
O £ O & photography
o A o '
O kT : SPORTFISHING'S BEST BRANDS

New model representation varies by territory.

viking Wallalla
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ON GOOGLE

The team at The
Mortgage Link was fantastic!
Communication was exceptional
and the process was clear and smooth.
Their online tools were really helpful and
user-friendly. The team was very
responsive when | had

&> MORTGAGE LINK

recommend them!

YOUR LOCAL OCEAN CITY MORTGAGE LENDER

- Domonique S.

PRIMARY HOMES ¢ SECOND HOMES
¢ INVESTMENT PROPERTIES ¢

) Steve Summers Geare fhere F

NMLS# 113062
301.704.1282
Summers@themortgagelink.com

-

Chrissy Summers = CALLUSTO
NMLS# 891811

301.602.6364 oy, A CATCH A
Chrissy@themortgagelink.com ! GREAT RATE!

Wishing all of the anglers and boats a safe tournament and, of course,
tight lines. Go, Christine Marie!

@ This is not a commitment to lend. EQUAL HOUSING LENDER | The Mortgage Link, Inc.
NMLS#113054 | For licensing information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org

FOULL oG
LENDER
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Terrified

Captain Ritchie Howell was running the C-Jam that day and ordered everyone into the cabin as we were going
through a very nasty storm. | decided to creep out under the overhang in hopes to get a really cool shot of the
stormy conditions and was able to get a shot of a lifetime. The Haphazzard was coming up a wave when a bolt

of lightning came down from the heavens. | decided not to push my luck and headed in afterthat.

Harry R. Hindmarsh | Photographer

A 4

Tournament Fishin

> o
WEATHER

G EARING UEP FOR ROUGH  DAYS

Photos and Story by | Harry R. Hindmarsh

It’s TOURNAMENT TIME! You have the boat, the team, the time off, and
you’re ready to go. Then, the week before the event, you see the weather

report: Wind, rain, and waves. What do you do when money is on the line?
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When the wind howls and the swells rise, only
the most determined anglers remain on the wa-
ter—and that grit was on full display at last year's
Ocean City Tuna Tournament. Battling rough seas
and unpredictable weather, competitors pushed
their limits in pursuit of glory and big game be-
neath the waves. The unforgiving conditions test-
ed both seamanship and strategy, transforming
the tournament into not just a contest of skill, but
a true measure of resilience. Yet, despite nature's
challenges, the spirit of the sport endured, and the
docks buzzed with tales of hard-won catches and

near misses.

Every July, boats from across the East Coast con-
verge on Ocean City, Maryland, for one of the most
prestigious events in sportfishing: the Ocean City
Tuna Tournament. Known for its high-stakes pay-
outs, adrenaline-pumping action, and deep-root-
ed camaraderie, the tournament attracts both
seasoned captains and ambitious newcomers. But
in recent years, what has set certain tournaments
apart has not just been the size of the tuna—but

the size of the waves.

Fishing in rough offshore conditions is not for the
faint of heart. It demands physical endurance,
technical mastery, and nerves of steel. Yet, par-
adoxically, many of the most successful teams
welcome these harsh elements. While calm days
offer comfort and visibility, it's the stormy, chop-
py conditions that often yield the biggest catches.
During the Ocean City Tuna Tournament, when
the weather takes a turn, true anglers know it
might just be the break they need—not only for an
edge over more cautious competitors but because
rough seas can kickstart the kind of underwater

feeding frenzy that tournament dreams are made of.
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Why Rough Weather Can Mean Better Fishing

To the uninitiated, it may seem counterintuitive that big fish bite better when the
weather worsens. But for tuna hunters, it's a well-known truth. Rough conditions
can disrupt bait patterns and churn up nutrients from deeper waters, drawing
schools of baitfish to the surface. This, in turn, attracts predatory species like

yellowfin, bluefin, and bigeye tuna, creating a prime opportunity for anglers.

“In tougher conditions, the tuna are often more aggressive and less cautious,”
says Captain Jeremy Blunt, a long-time veteran of the Ocean City Tuna Tourna-
ments. “They're feeding hard and fast. The turbulence masks our lines and lures

better, and that makes it easier to hook the big ones.”

Tuna, particularly bigeye, are notorious for their elusive and erratic feeding pat-
terns. Calm, sunny days can scatter schools and push them deeper into cooler,
darker water layers, making them harder to find and catch. But when the skies
cloud over and the swell builds, anglers often find that tuna feed more openly
and are more responsive to trolling spreads. In essence, rough conditions com-

press the food chain and bring the action closer to the surface.

This phenomenon isn't just anecdotal. Studies on pelagic behavior have con-
firmed that many offshore gamefish respond to barometric pressure changes
and rougher surface conditions by becoming more active feeders. For tourna-
ment anglers with limited fishing windows, this behavior can turn a stormy day

into a lucrative one.

The 2024 Tournament: A Battle Against the Elements

During the 2024 Ocean City Tuna Tournament, competitors were met with just
such a challenge. With steady winds exceeding 20 knots and four-to-six-foot
seas offshore, conditions were anything but ideal. Several teams opted to sit out
a day, hedging their bets on improved weather. But those who ventured out were

rewarded with some explosive fishing.
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Team Wrecker hooked a 194.5 pound bigeye tuna, battling
both the fish and the conditions for nearly an hour. “It was
like being in a washing machine out there,” said Captain
Jeremy Blunt. “But the bite was red-hot. You just had to
hold on and keep lines tight.”

Their gamble paid off. That catch helped secure a top
placement and over $198,475 in prize money. Similar sto-
ries echoed up and down the weigh-in docks—teams who
endured the chop, adjusted their tactics, and came home

heavy.

Balancing Risk and Reward

But fishing in rough seas is not without serious risks. The
Ocean City Tuna Tournament requires all participating
vessels to be seaworthy and mandates strict safety regula-
tions. However, the responsibility ultimately lies with cap-
tains and crews to make informed decisions about when to

fish and when to stay docked.

“The ocean doesn't care if you're in a tournament,” says
Captain Randy Butler, who has been running offshore
charters for over 20 years. “No fish is worth your life. You
need to know your boat, know your crew's limits, and have

safety protocols drilled into muscle memory.”

Preparation is everything when dealing with heavy seas.
That means checking and double-checking safety gear be-
fore leaving the marina: life jackets for all aboard, emer-
gency position-indicating radio beacons (EPIRBs), flares,

first-aid kits, and satellite communication devices. It also

F 1S H O N !

means ensuring bilge pumps are operational, securing all
gear to prevent injury or damage, and maintaining con-

stant situational awareness on deck.

One often-overlooked aspect is the physical toll rough
weather can take on the crew. Constant movement, wet
decks, and the strain of fighting large fish can lead to fa-
tigue or accidents. Captains must make sure their team is

hydrated, alert, and in good health before setting off.

“A good crew is a prepared crew,” says Butler. “You have to
be able to work together and communicate clearly, espe-

cially when everything's moving.”

Adaptation Is Key

Success in rough conditions often hinges on the ability to
adapt quickly. Tuna spreads may need to be adjusted to
prevent tangling in heavy chop. Speeds must be modulat-
ed for safety and lure effectiveness. Even fishing strate-
gy—such as targeting temperature breaks or using specific
trolling patterns—may need to shift depending on how the

weather is affecting the fish.

Electronics, too, play a vital role. Modern offshore boats
are equipped with sonar, GPS, radar, and satellite overlays
that can help identify productive water and steer around
the worst weather. During the tournament, teams that lev-
eraged this technology were able to stay ahead of squalls

and optimize their time in the strike zone.

O CE AN CITY
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Each wave that crashes over the bow is a test - and every tuna

hauled aboard is proof we passed.

Randy Butler | Captain, REBEL

And sometimes, simplicity is the best strategy. In
big seas, fewer lines can mean fewer headaches.
Some captains opt to run just three or four rods in-
stead of a full spread, minimizing tangles and focus-

ing on clean presentation.

A Test of Seamanship and Spirit

There's something undeniably primal about head-
ing offshore when the weather is unforgiving. For
many tournament anglers, it's as much about prov-
ing themselves against nature as it is about landing

the winning fish.

“The Ocean City Tuna Tournament is about more
than just big checks,” says tournament director Bri-
an Tinkler. “It's about grit. It's about respecting the
ocean and testing your limits. And when the condi-

tions are tough, that spirit shines through.”

Spectators, too, are drawn to the drama. Crowds
gather at the weigh-in station not just to see the gi-
ant tuna, but to hear the stories of how they were
caught—stories filled with salt spray, broken gear,

near misses, and teamwork under pressure.

The OCTT is one of the few events that has some-
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thing for everyone. For spectators, teams on lay-
days, and teams that opted out because of weather
have much to do on site. The tent provides food and
drinks and there is a boat show on site for guests to
enjoy. There are over a dozen vendors selling jewel-

ry, shirts, glasses, art and more daily.

The 2024 tournament exemplified that spirit. With
high winds, rough seas, and unpredictable bite pat-
terns, it was a crucible for every captain and crew
that chose to compete. And while not every team
came back with a prize-winning fish, all returned
with a deeper respect for the ocean—and for the

sport they love.

Fishing offshore in rough conditions is not about
bravado; it's about calculated risk, preparation,
and respect for the elements. During the Ocean
City Tuna Tournament, those who understand and
embrace this balance often find themselves not
just surviving the conditions, but thriving in them.
Rough seas don't just test your gear—they test your
resolve. And for those who rise to the challenge, the
rewards are more than just monetary—they're the
kind of hard-earned satisfaction that only comes

from fishing on the edge. »><auts
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Marine Insurance Specialists

Avon-Dixon has been the first name in
marine coverage for over a quarter of a century.

Our specialists have grown up on the water and understand
boating. We have proudly supplied marinas, boat dealers,
and boat builders with excellent, individually designed
insurance coverage throughout the East Coast.

Isabelle Rogers, Your Marine Insurance Expert
isabelle.rogers@avondixon.com | 410-763-6934 | avondixon.com
Over 17 years of experience insuring yachts, marinas, boatyards,
boat dealers, and boat builders.
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Precision Passion
Performance Driven Responsible
Available

More than just words, we're about results. The energy behind those results
come from a work ethic driven by the mentality of perfection. It's what we do.
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Tournament Quality Baitls
Ballyhoo * Mackerel = Split-Tail Mullet + Chum * Squid

All bait is brined, vacuum packed and blast frozen to ensure freshness
Rigged and Unrigged

Order Online or Buy from Your Local Dealer

Baitmasters.com | 305.751.7007

/m:hﬁ' oyl faCEbunk t]ﬂ.ﬁm_g?[ﬂm, www.WildcatPropellers.com | 757.485.4260 | Find us on Facebook
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In the vast blue wilderness of the
open ocean, where survival is won
through speed, strength, and
instinct, few predators command
more awe than the marlin. But in
rare and fascinating cases, these

titans of the sea can be seen surviving,

and even thriving, with broken or

deformed bills.

Story and photos | Harry R. Hindmarsh
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The sight of a marlin missing its iconic weapon challenges our
understanding of nature’s adaptability. How can such a predator hunt

without its most defining feature? The answer is a compelling study in

resilience, adaptation, and the raw tenacity of life in the ocean.

While it may seem like a death sentence, mount-
ing evidence from anglers, marine biologists, and
tagging programs is revealing a far more nu-
anced—and inspiring—truth: marlin can, and of-
ten do, survive with broken bills. They adapt their
hunting strategies, shift their diets, and exhibit re-
markable resilience that defies expectations.

Marine biologists have long understood that the
bill isn’t used to impale. High-speed footage and

years of underwater observation has revealed
that marlin hunt by slashing sideways through
bait balls—tightly packed schools of fish—injuring
or stunning multiple prey with each pass allow-
ing them to circle back for an easy meal. These
high-efficiency strikes give the marlin a competi-
tive edge in the frenzied, chaotic marine buffet of
pelagic life.

But life in the ocean is far from forgiving. Bills

break in many ways: during hunts, while striking hard objects, through entanglement with man-
made debris, or in battles with other marlin, tunas, sharks, and more. Fishermen have caught sharks,
tuna, and other marlin with broken bills impaled in their bodies. There are witnesses to blue marlin
that have been caught with the broken bill of a white marlin sticking out of their bodies. While its

Against predators or rivals, the bill becomes a shield
as much as a sword, defending with jabs, slashes,
and evasive speed.”

- Dr. Kelsey James | MARINE BIOLOGIST, NOAA
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“When a bill breaks off a marlin, the data suggests that younger fish
are able to slighly regrow some of the bill back, but not entirely.”

- Dr. Kelsey James | MARINE BIOLOGIST, NOAA ,‘f

remarkable that species can survive being impaled with a broken
bill, it’s even more remarkable that marlin can survive without the
tool that helps them hunt the most.

——
= -

B~ —— Some marlin are found with partially broken bills; others are miss-
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ing the bill entirely. While the assumption has been that these fish
- suffer a reduced chance of survival, anecdotal and observational
data suggest otherwise. We now know that marlin that lose their
bills shift their hunting techniques out of necessity. Without a bill
to stun prey, broken-bill marlin adopt a strategy more akin to tuna
or dolphins—chasing individual fish or stragglers from bait balls
and engulfing them with sudden bursts of speed. While less effi-
cient than slashing through a group, this tactic still allows marlin

to feed adequately.

Another adaption observed is seeking out injured or isolated fish,
scavenging more than they normally would. They’re opportunists,
adapting to take advantage of whatever the ocean offers—even
slower species like squid that have been found in the stomachs of
dead, broken-bill marlins.

Some broken-bill marlin may feed more often or during different
times of day to compensate for reduced catch efficiency. They
may also avoid high-competition scenarios, where their lack of a

bill puts them at a disadvantage.

One of the more interesting observations is “cooperative feeding”.
Marlin often hunt in groups or alongside other species like tuna
or sailfish. A marlin with a broken bill might not be the one slash-
ing through the bait ball but can still benefit from the disorienta-
tion created by others, picking off stunned prey during the frenzy.
They’ve been witnessed following behind other marlin, picking off
the bait that the leading marlin stuns. Are they working together?
Nobody knows for sure.

Observations suggest broken-bill marlin become more conser-
vative in their energy usage. They may strike less frequently or
engage in shorter chases to conserve strength. This efficiency-ori-
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“The marlin’s bill is a blueprint of evolution, a finely tuned extension

of its will, speed, and precision. Without it, is just doesn’t look right.”

ented behavior helps them compensate for their

reduced hunting success.

Scientific data on marlin with broken bills is

- Dr. Kelsey James | MARINE BIOLOGIST, NOAA

sparse, but anecdotal evidence from long-term
tag-and-release programs and underwater pho-
tography is building a clearer picture. In multiple

studies, marlin with deformed or absent bills have

over time. This suggests limited bone remodel- ing its bill to original length or structure.

ing is possible, particularly in younger fish with

more regenerative potential. However, there is It’'s believed that younger marlin may exhibit
no confirmed evidence of a marlin fully regrow- greater regenerative ability due to faster cellu-

been recaptured months or even years after their
initial tag, having grown and migrated thousands
of miles.

Sport fishers off Costa Rica, Hawaii, and Australia
have documented marlin with partial bills actively
feeding and evading capture with the same te-
nacity as their fully equipped counterparts. Some
broken bills even appear to regenerate slightly at
the edges, showing signs of bone remodeling—

though not full regrowth.

One of the biggest questions regarding broken
bills is, “do the bills ever grow back?”

The answer is: The science to date states partial-
ly, but not completely. Reporting through tagged
fish and photographic evidence of prior caught
marlin, bills do appear to regrown slightly, show-
ing that they become more rounded or smoothed

O CE AN CITY

“Adaption plays a huge role in a marlins
ablity to survive when they have a broken
bill. It shows they have the ability to learn

how to hunt and survive all over again.”

- Dr. Kelsey James | MARINE BIOLOGIST, NOAA
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“Observations suggest broken-bill marlin become more conservative in

their energy usage when hunting.”

- Dr. Kelsey James | MARINE BIOLOGIST, NOAA

lar turnover and metabolic rates. Older individuals, by contrast,
are more likely to heal without regrowth, resulting in permanent
deformity. Still, neither age group is immune to adaptation—both

have shown the capacity to continue thriving post-injury.

Perhaps the most surprising revelation is that marlin with broken
bills may live just as long as their uninjured counterparts, assuming
they avoid infection or starvation in the short term. Studies from
the Billfish Foundation and tagging programs from institutions
like NOAA show recaptured marlin with damaged bills months
or even years after their initial release. These recaptured marlin
showed normal migration patterns and growth rates, suggesting
survival is not severely compromised.

The reports also show that although precise mortality rates are
difficult to calculate, anecdotal data suggest that broken-bill mar-
lin do not suffer dramatically higher mortality rates than their in-

tact counterparts, provided they are otherwise healthy.

Post-release mortality, however, is significantly higher when bill
damage occurs due to poor handling (e.g., excessive time out of
water, rough gripping of the bill, or deep-hooking injuries).

For researchers like Dr. Kelsey James, a marine biologist studying
billfish migration, these cases offer more than curiosity—they of-
fer clues into fish resilience in an increasingly industrialized ocean.
“Every time we spot a marlin with a broken bill actively feeding,
it reminds us how adaptable life can be,” says Dr. James. “It also
tells us that conservation strategies—like reducing bycatch and
handling stress—are worth it. These fish can recover, but only if we

give them the chance.”

The marlin, even without its iconic bill, remains a powerful emblem
of the ocean’s unpredictable challenges and nature’s unmatched
adaptability. While the bill may define its identity to us fishermen,
it is not the total sum of the fish. Speed, endurance, intelligence,
and opportunism all work together to ensure that a marlin can
survive—even thrive—without the perfect form evolution gave it. >l
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There's a reason we're the largest tackle shop in the Mid-Atlantic. Our aisles are stocked
with rods, reels, lures, tackle, and apparel and we cater to the diverse needs of anglers,
whether they're seasoned veterans or newcomers to the sport. Our staff are avid anglers
and ready to provide expert advice towards the perfect purchase for your needs.

Visit us at the store or shop online at www. AtlanticTackle.com
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SALT & SHUTTER

PHOTOS BY: HARRY R. HINDMARSH

Every trip offshore is an unpre-
dictable adventure chasing big
marlin and massive tuna, doc-
umenting the tension of a giant
on the line or freezing a moment
of calm between the chaos. For
me, it's more than just ajob;it'sa
way to connect with nature, with
people who live by the tides, and
with the stories that unfold far
from shore.
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WHERE GREAT CATCHES BEGIN

Salt Life Community offers a community living environment, at an affordable price, in a
prime location. Two minutes from Sunset Marina. Starting in the two hundreds, why rent
when you can afford to live where others vacation with five star amenities.

* Please call us today for a showing appointment. =

< -
www.SaltLifeCommunityOC.com | 410.213.7693 V‘ﬁ ﬁ-’-—*
12346 Old Bridge Road | Ocean City, Maryland 21842
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your fridge with tuna steaks, mahi, wahoo, and more. With the biggest charter fleet on
the East Coast, you and your crew will make memories in Mother Nature's grocery store.

There's nothing in Ocea
from Sunset Marina. PER

vate rc

“HARBOR HOMES

Monogram Realty, Inc | Kathleen M. Clark, Broker/Owner

12911 Sunset Ave, Ocean City, MD | 410.213.9600 | www.OcSunsetMarino.com : j
410-213-1099 | kclark@monogrambuilders.com



GOAST KILLER

When people describe something incredibly rare, they usually start with Wﬂﬂmﬂl E%
“my white whale”. It's rare to see a white whale, it's rare to see a grander
blue marlin. It's also incredibly rare to see killer whales on the East Coast of
America, especially off the waters of Ocean City down to the Outer Banks. 76{% 06 &' W @X

Story by: Robert King Byard

FISH ON! - OCEAN CITY 77



78

Killer whales, also known as orcas, are apex preda-
tors and one of the most widely distributed marine
mammals on Earth. While they are often associated
with the colder waters of the Pacific Northwest or
the dramatic fjords of Norway, killer whales are also
found along the East Coast of the United States,
though sightings there are far less common. These
elusive and powerful creatures are drawing increas-
ing scientific interest as researchers learn more
about their behavior, range, and role in the Atlantic

marine ecosystem.
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On the East Coast of the United States, killer whale
sightings stretch from the cold waters off New-
foundland and Nova Scotia, down to the mid-Atlan-
tic states, and occasionally as far south as Florida.
While they are not considered common in these wa-
ters, there have been confirmed reports in regions
such as the Gulf of Maine, Cape Cod Bay, and even

off the coast of North Carolina and South Carolina.

A handful of orcas have even ventured into the Gulf
of Amercia. Their appearance is irregular, and they

are not part of any well-documented, resident popu-

O CE AN CITY

lation like those found off the Pacific Coast. Instead,
East Coast killer whales are thought to be part of a
wide-ranging and little-known North Atlantic pop-
ulation that may migrate great distances between

North America, Europe, and the Arctic.

One of the most recognizable orcas in this region is
“Old Thom,” a solitary male frequently spotted in the
Gulf of Maine. Thom’s recurring visits have provided
rare insight into the behavior of Atlantic orcas, as he
often travels with Atlantic white-sided dolphins, a

highly unusual behavior for a top predator.
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Unlike the specialized diets seen in Pacific popu-

lations—such as the salmon-eating Southern Resi-
dents or mammal-hunting transients—the East Coast
orcas appear to have more generalized feeding hab-
its. They have been observed preying on a variety
of marine species, including seals, such as harbor
and gray seals, porpoises, large fish, including tuna,

swordfish, and squid in deeper offshore waters.

One thing’s for sure, when sportfishers spot orcas,
that’s usually a pretty good sign that no marlin or

tuna are around. Captains have reported that the

O CE AN CITY
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Their opportunistic diet > oy are capable of adapt-
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ing to various food sources, depending on availability. This

trait could prove advantageous as warming ocean tempera-
tures and shifting prey distributions continue to reshape the

marine food web.

Known for their highly structured social lives, Pacific pods are
often matrilineal and stable over decades. On the East Coast,
however, the limited data available suggests a different story.
Many of the orcas observed in Atlantic waters are seen alone
or in small, temporary groups. Whether this reflects a differ-
ent social organization or simply the transient nature of the

animals passing through remains unclear.

That said, all killer whales communicate using a complex sys-
tem of vocalizations, including whistles, echolocation clicks,
and pulsed calls. These sounds help them navigate, locate
prey, and maintain contact with pod members. Ongoing ef-
forts to record orca vocalizations in the Atlantic may even-
tually lead to the identification of distinct acoustic dialects,

which could help define different ecotypes or family groups.

The reproductive habits of East Coast orcas are not well

FISH O N ! - OCEAN

r,’\

Known for their highly structured social lives,

—

P
-

O CE AN CITY

Pacific pods are often matrilineal and stable over

decades. On the East Coast, however, the limited

data available suggests a different story.



studied, but they are assumed to follow general orca
mating behavior. In general, killer whales become
sexually mature between 10 and 15 years of age. Fe-
males typically give birth every 3 to 10 years and
may have 4 to 6 calves over their lifetime. Gestation
lasts about 17 months, and calves are usually born

tail-first to prevent drowning.

Mating usually occurs outside of the animal’s natal

pod to avoid inbreeding, though how this is man-

aged among widely dispersed and poorly under-

stood Atlantic orcas is still a mystery. It is possible
that long-range migrations and brief inter-pod in-
teractions during periods of high food availability

provide opportunities for mating.

Observing breeding behavior in wild orcas is rare,
particularly for Atlantic populations. No known calv-
ing grounds have been identified off the East Coast,
but that does not rule out the possibility that or-
cas use these waters for mating or even giving birth

during their extensive travels.

In recent years, scientists have increased efforts to
understand Atlantic killer whale populations. These

efforts include:

* Photo-identification of individuals like Old Thom

e Acoustic monitoring to capture calls and
echolocation patterns

« Satellite tagging to track movement and migration

+ Collaboration with fishermen and whale watchers

to report sightings

Citizen science platforms and social media have
also played a significant role in documenting orca
appearances. Platforms like WhaleMap and Atlantic
White Shark Conservancy have encouraged mari-
ners to report sightings in real time, offering scien-

tists new data points to analyze.

Killer whales on the East Coast of the United States
remain one of the most enigmatic marine predators
in the Atlantic Ocean. With no established resident

population, their appearances are rare and often




When sportfishers spot c ually a pretty gooa
sign that no marlin or tuna are around. Captains have

reported that the presence of orcas coincidentally happen

- fleeting, yet each 1ting offers a valu

when there are long periods of no bites.

into a hidden part of the marine world. As scien-

tists continue to unravel the mystery of East Coast

orcas, there is growing hope that increased under-
standing will lead to more comprehensive protec-

tion efforts.

L

o~ These apex predators are not just visitors to U.S.
waters—they are vital indicators of ocean health
and biodiversity. By protecting them, we protect a
much larger web of marine life that sustains ecosys-

tems and coastal communities alike. )><igi»
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SUNSET MARINA OFFERS BOATEL SERVICE FOR OVER 400 BOATS,
SPECIALIZING IN BOATS 20-30' FAMILY. HERITAGE. CRAFTSMANSHIP. FISHING.
YOUR BOAT IS SAFELY STORED IN AN ENCLOSED BUILDING . : ,
UNTIL YOU ARE READY TO USE IT. WHEN YOU ARE READY TO GET IN There are many great ways to spend time on the water, and wﬂh our lineup of models from 27 to 53
THE WATER, YOUR BOAT WILL BE FORKLIFTED AND TIED UP IN OUR feet, chances are we have a model to match your boating needs. Proudly handcrafted
STAGING AREA WAITING FOR YOUR ARRIVAL.
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in North Carolina for 46 years, thousands of families and millions of memories.
Join our family today.
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CONTACT US TO VIEW THE BEST

Reel Eslule al The Beach

WE WILL ACCOMMODATE

With over 30 years of experience serving Maryland & Delaware,

Erik & Colleen Windrow & their team of REALTORS' B u l L D l N G B ET T E R tho AT S

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

are dedicated to helping you Invest in the Coastal Lifestyle.

Call / Text: 410.430.5333 Email: Erik@TheWindrowGroup.com
TheWindrowGroup.com

1
i
Tyt

“This is my ultimate passsion. Everything I have is going into building you a boat that you’ll be
proud of. It will be something that we create together that is completely unique for you.”
- Jon Duffie, President and Owner of Duffie Boatworks




Don’'t Leave the
Dock Without Us

e—y Sy X
B UNLIMITED §° o RE——
_ - TOWING y is the Ocean City Fishing Center
. * MEMBERSHIP ». the Headquariers for all thing fishing?
s-l 75 - We have two head boats sailing daily, a fully stocked tackle shop with apparel,
our staff are bay fishing specalists and offshore fishing pros, we have on-site fish

tleaning, boat lifts, ethanol-free gas, in-slip fueling, a 35-ton marine lift and we're home to one of the area’s tastiest restaurants in
Ocean City. We book private bay guide fishing in addition to headboats and offshore charters. We're also home and headquarters to

TowBoatU.S. Ocean C|ty East coast boaters know, it pays to have an Unlimited the w?rld's biggest and riche.ﬂ funio fournament. Wanna see a MILLION DOLLAR tuna? Come by July 10" — 13" in 2025 and
443-235-3552 Towing Membership from BoatU.S. If you're boating experience what the Ocean City Fishing Center is ol about.
offshore, don't leave the dock with out it.

&
ﬂ Boatus GET UNLIMITED TOWING AND GET GOING! 12940 Inlet Isle Lane, Ocean City, MD | 410.213.1121 | www.OcFishing.com

ot vt oo @ i

*One year Unlimited Saltwater Membership pricing. Details of services provided can be found online ot BoatUS.com/Agree.
TowBootl)S. is not o rescue service, Inan emergendy situation, you must contact the Coost Guard or o government ogency immediately



Enjoy music, a live stream of the Ocean City Tuna
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OLD FISHING REELS
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When a blue marlin explodes from the deep, tail-walking across
the wake in a burst of cobalt fury, it's not just a battle between
man and fish—it's a test of gear honed over more than a centu-
ry of innovation. Nowhere is that evolution more evident than in
the offshore fishing reel, a specialized piece of equipment that
has transformed dramatically since its inception. From the ear-
ly handcrafted masterpieces to today's high-performance engi-
neering marvels, the history of offshore reels is one of craftsman-

ship, innovation, and the relentless quest for the ultimate catch.

The Birth of the Big Game Reel

Offshore fishing reels came into their own in the early 1900s, a
time when saltwater sportfishing was still in its infancy. Unlike
freshwater reels, which had been around since at least the 18th
century, the offshore reel had to be built to withstand enormous
strain—both from the environment and the fish. Early reels were
often modified freshwater models, but they proved inadequate

against powerful species like bluefin tuna, marlin, and swordfish.

“When reels had no drag, every marlin hooked was a battle of will. Your
hands blistered, but your pride burned brighter.”

EOW vomHOFE &CO.INC.

HEW YORK

Enter the master craftsmen of the era. Few names loom larger
in early offshore fishing history than Edward Vom Hofe. A Ger-
man-American machinist and tackle maker, Vom Hofe is wide-
ly considered one of the fathers of the modern saltwater reel.
Based in New York City, his shop began producing reels in the
late 1800s, but it was in the early 1900s that he truly revolution-

ized big game tackle.

Vom Hofe's reels—particularly his famed B-Ocean series—were
made from nickel silver and hard rubber, with unmatched toler-
ances and hand-fitted parts. His use of dual drag systems (leath-
er and cork) laid the groundwork for future drag technology.
These reels were not only mechanically sound but also beauti-
ful—polished, engraved, and revered by serious anglers and col-

lectors alike.

As big game fishing gained popularity, so too did the need for
more specialized gear. Early IGFA (International Game Fish

Association) world records, including those set in the 1920s

and 1930s, were often captured using Vom Hofe reels. The
IGFA, established in 1939, became the governing body for
record-setting sportfishing, and the reels that accompanied
those early records became legend. One of the most notable
was the 1,135-pound Atlantic bluefin tuna caught off Nova Sco-
tiain 1949 by angler Ken Fraser—still a benchmark in big game

fishing.

Fin-Nor and the Post-War Boom

While Vom Hofe laid the foundation, another titan would
emerge in the post-war years to transform offshore reel de-

sign: Fin-Nor.

Founded in 1933 in Miami, Florida, Fin-Nor began as a pre-
cision machine shop, but it was in 1936, when famed Miami
angler and tackle innovator Alfred Glassell collaborated with
Fin-Nor to build a reel capable of landing giant marlin, that the

company's legacy was cemented. Their goal? A reel strong

“The days of using a leather pad on your thumb to slow a fish down
needed to be rethought. Thats why I did it.”

enough to take on the ocean’s most powerful predators—par-

ticularly the black marlin of Peru.

In 1953, using a Fin-Nor reel, Alfred Glassell caught a
1,560-pound black marlin off the coast of Cabo Blanco, Peru.
The fish, which remains one of the most iconic catches in IGFA
history, demonstrated the effectiveness of Fin-Nor's sealed,
stainless steel, and bronze reel construction. It was a defining
moment not just for the company but for offshore fishing as a

whole.

Fin-Nor reels were known for their unbreakable frames and
powerful drag systems. The introduction of the “Wedding
Cake" design—a series of stacked drag washers that mimicked
the look of a tiered cake—allowed for higher drag pressures
and smoother resistance. This was a critical development, as
previous drags often failed under extreme pressure or heated

up and seized during prolonged battles.




During the 1950s and 1960s, Fin-Nor dominated the offshore
scene. Their reels were used to catch hundreds of world-re-
cord marlin, tuna, and swordfish. At a time when battles with
1,000-pound fish could last several hours, reliable drag and

frame integrity were paramount.

Ocean City Fishing Reels, founded in Philadelphia in the early
1920s, quickly became one of the most prominent American
reel manufacturers during the golden age of sportfishing.
Known for producing durable and affordable saltwater reels,
Ocean City catered to both inshore and offshore anglers.
Their big game models, such as the Ocean City 609 and 613,
were often seen aboard East Coast charter boats from the
1930s through the 1950s. While not as refined as Vom Hofe
or Fin-Nor reels, Ocean City reels were praised for their solid
construction, accessibility, and ease of maintenance. As a re-
sult, they became popular among recreational anglers chas-
ing tuna, sharks, and marlin, especially those who couldn't

afford the more expensive high-end brands.

Despite their popularity in mid-century sportfishing, Ocean
City began to struggle in the 1960s as competition intensified
and the market shifted toward more advanced, high-perfor-
mance reels made by companies like Penn and Shimano. As
consumer expectations evolved—particularly regarding drag
performance and corrosion resistance—Ocean City reels
started to fall behind in both technology and design. In the
late 1960s, the company was acquired by True Temper, which
continued limited reel production under the Ocean City name
for a few more years. Ultimately, Ocean City ceased opera-
tions entirely in the early 1970s, marking the end of an era for

one of America’s most prolific reel manufacturers.

The Evolution of Drag: From Leather to Lever

In the early days, drag systems were rudimentary at best.
Edward Vom Hofe's leather-and-cork drag washers offered
smooth resistance but were susceptible to water damage

and wear. The next generation, pioneered by Fin-Nor and

“Before drag systems, the only thing standing between you and the oceans
Sfury was how tightly you gripped that reel.”

others, introduced materials like asbestos (since discontinued)

and stainless steel, allowing for higher drag pressures.

One of the most significant developments in drag evolution was
the lever drag system. Unlike star drags—which require manu-
al tightening of a knob and don't allow easy mid-fight adjust-
ment—lever drags use a lever mechanism to set the drag pres-
sure across a pre-calibrated range. This gave anglers precise
control, particularly useful when transitioning from “strike” to

“full” drag during a prolonged fight.

By the 1970s and 1980s, companies like Penn and Shimano en-
tered the scene with their own innovations. The Penn Interna-
tional series introduced anodized aluminum frames and high-
speed gearing, while Shimano's Tiagra line brought in advanced
drag materials like carbon fiber. These modern systems offered
smoother performance, greater heat dissipation, and increased

longevity.

Another revolution came in the form of sealed drags. Saltwa-
ter is corrosive, and keeping the internal components of a reel
free from moisture and salt intrusion became a top priority.
Manufacturers began incorporating rubber gaskets and fully
enclosed drag systems to ensure durability—even after re-

peated dunkings.

Records, Reels, and Legends

The history of offshore reels is inseparable from the legends
who wielded them. Names like Zane Grey, Ernest Hemingway,
and Michael Lerner helped popularize big game angling. Hem-
ingway, in particular, with his exploits off Bimini and Havana,
brought marlin fishing into the public imagination. He favored
reels from brands like Vom Hofe and later Fin-Nor, often paired

with bamboo or heavy glass rods.

Throughout the golden age of big game fishing—from the 1930s

through the 1960s—the pursuit of world records became a na-

S/

When reels became

powerful enjough to win

the battles, the world
records started to arrive

at the scales.

“Every time we thought we had invented the strongest reel know to man,
a bigger fish would come along. Now you can catch a grander black marlin.”




“With an Ocean City in your hand, you weren’t just fishing — you were
carrying on a legacy, one crank at a time.”

tional obsession. Early IGFA record books read like a hall of
fame for tackle innovation. From the 1,000-pound granders
caught in the Pacific to massive yellowfin tuna landed in the
Gulf of Mexico, every record reflected both human determi-

nation and the progression of reel technology.

In the modern era, anglers like Guy Harvey and Capt. Billy
Pate continued to push boundaries, often working with man-
ufacturers to develop specialized tackle for fly-fishing and
light-tackle records. Today, reels are designed using aero-
space-grade materials, 3D CAD modeling, and rigorous salt-
water testing. But the DNA of Vom Hofe's hand-machined

precision and Fin-Nor's brute durability lives on.
The Future of Offshore Reels
As we look to the future, the evolution continues. New ma-

terials such as carbon composites, titanium, and ceramic

drag washers offer even greater strength-to-weight ratios.
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Electronic line counters, Bluetooth integration, and real-time
drag monitoring are becoming part of the offshore angler’s
arsenal. Yet despite these advances, the soul of offshore
fishing remains unchanged: man versus beast, skill versus

strength, technology versus nature.

In many ways, today's offshore reels are the culmination of
over a century of design, experimentation, and hard-earned
lessons. Whether it's an old-school Fin-Nor mounted on a
teak rod or a gleaming modern Shimano paired with a car-
bon blank, each reel tells a story—a story of battles fought,

records broken, and dreams cast upon the sea.

From the hand-lathed reels of Vom Hofe's shop to today's
precision-engineered machines, offshore fishing reels have
always been more than just tools—they're the link between
angler and ocean, tradition and progress. The next time your
drag screams and line peels off into the deep, take a moment

to appreciate the legacy cranking away in your hands.
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HOW ‘fo . GUIDE FOR OCEAN CITY GAME FISH

RECORD

LOCATION

AVE. WEIGHT

RECORD SPECIES METHOD

LOCATION AVE. WEIGHT BAIT OR LURE

METHOD

SPECIES BAIT OR LURE

: g761bs
Mako

Tripletail are opportunistic feeders, so you can use a variety of Use medium to heavy fishing tackle with a spinning or baitcasting rod, : : 3
¢ baits such as live shrimp, small crabs, or baitfish. Artificial lures ¢ depending on your preference. Use a sturdy fishing line, preferably between i Ocean waters over and around wrecks i 3-101Ibs i Tlbs
¢ like jigs, spoons, and soft plastic baits can also be effective. ¢ 150 20-pound test. : : :

Atlantic

g ’ Sharks Whole dead fish and cut fish; live bait (fish) Anchor, chum and fish dead and live fish baits in chum slick and on bottom Offshore and coastal ocean waters 50-250Ibs
ripletai 2 ¢ g ;

Fishing bait near the hottom (suspended off the bottom) near submerged Wrecks in nearshore coastal waters, Ocean
structures ¢ waters, around buoys, and pilings in inlets

Black Sea : _ . ) _ . _ © Bottomfishing, generally near and over underwater obstructions Sheepshead  Fiddler crabs, mole rabs (sand leas), dlams £ 3-8lbs ¢ 18lbs
¢ Squid, crab, cut fish, clam, shrimp, diamond jigs, metal jigs 9 : : 3

Bass : i (wrecks, reefs, rocks and rough bottom areas)

Ocean waters 1-351bs

i Trolling, casting or jigging to schools of fish with artificial lures; surfcasting Fish visible schools of fish around obstructions (buoys, towers, etc.) with small Wrecks in nearshore coastal waters, Ocean

Artificial lures - spoons, tube eels, metal squids, surface plugs

Spadefish Pieces of fresh mussels and clams; pieces of jellyfish 3-8lbs N/A

Bigeiish : (ut bait - fresh menhaden, mullet, herring, spot, ballyhoo or : W|thcut.ba|t0r|ure§ ) . s : Offshore and coastal waters i 8-16lbs 2351bs (1 or #2) double sirength hooks waters, around buoys, and pilings i inlets
(large) ¢ mackerel i Chumming while using cut bait. Bluefish can be taken on streamer flies with : : :

i aflyrod

Bottomfishing with bait; anchored or drifting from boats, also caught from
¢ docks, piers, shore and surf; big runs of fishin the fall in lower Chesapeake Bay
¢ andinsurfand piers of Virginia Beach

Tributary waters around Ocean ity,
¢ coastal ocean waters, and inlets

Trolling or casting to schools of fish with artificial lures
¢ Surfcasting and bottom fishing with cut bait and surfcasting with artificial
¢ lures

Coastal ocean waters, 8-120z N/A

Spot Bloodworms, peeler crab, clam
¢ oceansurf, inlets :

Bluefish Artificial lures - spoons, feather lures, metal squids, surface
(small) ¢ plugs and cut bait

§ 1-5lhs

Cast, drift or slow troll live baits around buoys, underwater obstructions and

All coastal inshore and Chesapeake Bay

Live bait - eels, spot, menhaden, mullet ¢ schools of fish swimming on the surface. Anchor, chum and fish live baits, : : : ¢ waters (tidal waters, includin i

: : : : : A ) : ; g . g Bay tributary
Cobia  Artificial lures - spoons, white bucktails, plastic eels, plugs : fresh dead baits and cut bait in chum slick and on bottom. Cast and trolllures glcoes:cméii;’baer;cuhneibaunot;lisélets £ 20-501bs 94.6lbs : ¢ Troll artificial lures around bridges, piers, Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel,  rivers and Eastern Shore bayside creeks);

Cut bait - menhaden or spot £ around buoys, obstructions and to schools of bullfish (rays) or schools, pods or » < Artificial lures - spoons, plastic eels, bucktails, surface plugs, jetties or troll in vicinity of schools of fish (where gulls diving and slicks e e e e

on the water); cast bucktails and plugs around bridges, piers, and jetties;

¢ bottomfishing with bloodworms in deep holes, creeks and rivers that flow into
¢ (hesapeake Bay during winter peeler crab baits fished in tributary rivers and
creeks near shore during summer

swimming plugs, peeler crab, bloodworms, eels, cut bait, live
i bait

¢ individual cobia swimming on surface Striped Bass

(Chesapeake Bay and around Chesapeake Bay 5-251Ibs 57.2Ibs
¢ Bridge-Tunnel; large fish most often found & ;

along (BBT, main portion of Chesapeake

¢ Bayand off the Virginia Capes at the mouth

i ofthe Bay.

Bottomfishing with bait, anchored or drifting from hoats, piers, docks, shore Tributary waters around Ocean City,

¢ andsurf ¢ coastal ocean waters, and inlets 0.5-21Ibs

Croaker Peeler crab, bloodworms, cut bait, squid, shrimp

Trolling with lures, ballyhoo and squid; casting to schools of dolphin around s : :
¢ weedlines and floating debris with cut bait (fish or squid) and lures (bucktails, : Offshore ocean waters i 2-201Ibs i 7451bs
i surface plugs, streamer flies) : : :

Artificial lures - offshore trolling lures
¢ (utbait, ballyhoo, squid

¢ Fish at night from a drifting boat using natural baits with chemical lightsticks,
with baits weighted to maintain specific depths

Dolphin

Swordfish  : Whole dead squid and fish © Offshore ocean waters i 393lbs

: : Bottomfishing with bait on “fishfinder” rig. Running tides and late afternoons
: Whole clam, peeler crab, whelk, peeler crab/clam 0 , ) . )

Black Drum : Sy ) - :and evenings considered best, occasionally caught on bucktails or metal
¢ “sandwich”, bucktail and leadhead jigs : ) ) . .
: : squids by casting or jigging to a school of fish

: ¢ Inlets, interior marsh areas, and ocean waters
Anchor and fish live bait under floats, fish dead bait on the bottom and at along the beaches of Eastern Shore seaside 40-801bs NA
¢ various depths. Cast artificial lures to rolling fish : barrier islands; fish deep holes on low tides &

: ¢ and shallow areas on high tides

¢ Ocean waters, around buoys,
¢ along coastal beaches, and inlets

Whole dead fish - spot, croaker, menhaden
: Live bait - spot, croaker, menhaden, mullet, whole squid
¢ Artificial lures - plugs and weighted streamer flies

©40-60bs  : 79lbs
: ] Tarpon

(ut bait - fresh mullet, spot, menhaden, peeler crabs Bottomfishing with bait on “fishfinder” rig, trolling and casting spoons, plugs Ocean waters, around buoys,
¢ Artificial lures - spoons, large plugs, jigs ¢ andjigs ¢ along coastal beaches, and inlets

Red Drum : .
¢ Wrecks in nearshore coastal waters, Ocean

Tautog (rab (blue, fiddler, green and mole crabs); clams; whelk Bottomfishing with bait over underwater obstructions (wrecks, reefs, rocks) waters, around buoys, and bridge pilings 3-6lbs 28.81bs
: : ¢ ininlets : :

£ 30-501bs

¢ Live bait - minnows and small fish, frozen minnows, bluefish, ¢ Drift fishing with live or dead natural baits fished on the bottom; slow trolling
flounder, shark belly, squid, minnow/strip combination natural baits on bottom; casting from beaches and piers; trolling small buck- Ocean waters, around buoys,

¢ Artificial lures - bucktails; big strip baits and live spot orsmall & tails dressed with strip baits (especially for big fish along Chesapeake Bay : along coastal beaches, and inlets
i mullet often used for big fish at the (BBT i Bridge-Tunnel); casting bucktails R

Flounder

£ 1-3ibs

: Jigging or casting artificial lures to schools of fish on bottom or suspended
above the bottom; bottomfishing with live and natural baits from anchored or
drifting boat; surfcasting with cut bait or squid

¢ Wrecks in nearshore coastal waters, Ocean
< waters, around buoys, and pilings in inlets

Trout, Gray Artificial lures - bucktails, lead jigs with plastic tails, metal jigs
(Weakfish) §Livebait-spotandsma\lmullet,peelercrab,squid,tutbait

S 1-8lbs £ 161bs

: : Surf zone of coastal waters, Ocean waters, —:
Kingfish ¢ Bloodworms, shrimp, small pieces of cut bait, squid, sand fleas ¢ Bottomfishing with bait ¢ around buoys, i 05-151bs
: : ¢ along coastal beaches, and inlets & piers

Spring method: peeler crab baits fished near shore of marshy or grassy areas Submerged grass flats and marshes, wrecks :
: onflooding tides; Fall method: casting artificial lures; also some live bait : innearshore coastal waters, around buoys, i 2-41bs N/A
¢ fishing, trolling and jigging ¢ and bridge/dock pilings in and around inlets :

(Coastal and offshore ocean waters, from 5-35
¢ miles offshore

Mackerel,
Atlantic

Trout, Speck- Artificial lures - mirro-sided plugs, bucktails, plastic tail jigs
led ¢ Live bait - small spot, mullet, live shrimp

Small tube worms and jigs Jigging to schools of suspended fish 0.5-3Ibs

Live bait - menhaden, mullet, spot, small bluefish Slow trolling, drifting or anchoring with live bait; trolling with artificial lures,
¢ Artificial lures - spoons, feather lures, nylon jigs, strip baits ¢ strip bait
¢ and small whole ballyhoo ¢ and ballyhoo

Mackerel,
King

¢ Ocean waters, around buoys,
¢ along coastal beaches, and inlets

o Tuna, | Wholedeadfish-bally hoo, squid

Bigeye Artificial lures - feather lures, cedar plugs, offshore trolling 3 Ieling LS TIEIE e DRIk shoks

Mackerel, : Smallartificial lures - spoons, metal lures, feather and nylon 4 ) ¢ (oastal ocean waters, particularly off inlets,
3 g . ¢ Trolling; casting to schools of fish g o
Spanish ¢ lures Small live baits - menhaden, mullet - : along tidelines, and over coastal wrecks

¢ Artificial lures - cedar plugs, feather lures, spoons, squid, small

Elgbs N ‘
: : : fish

Tuna, Bluefin

Trolling, chunking and chumming Offshore ocean waters 30-701bs 6251bs

Whole dead fish - ballyhoo, mullets, spanish mackerel, squid : : :
Blue Marlin : Artificial lures - offshore trolling lures, and live small dolphin, i Trolling i Offshore ocean waters i 150-400 Ibs
¢ bonito and skipjack tuna : : :

Tuna, Whole dead fish - bally hoo, squid,
Yellowfin  : Atificial lures - feather lures, cedar plugs, offshore trolling

LT lbs

¢ Trolling, chunking and chumming Offshore ocean waters 30-70lbs 236.5Ibs

) ¢ Whole dead fish - ballyhoo, mullet, squid, strip baits, eels ¢ Trolling; occasionally casting live baits to marlin “balling” bait or swimming
White Marlin : :

: Artificial lures - offshore trolling lures, pilchards, cigar minnows ¢ on'surface

Offshore and coastal ocean waters; occasion-
¢ allyinlower Chesapeake Bay

Tunny, (False Artificial lures - small feather & nylon lures, spoons, cedar plugs
Albacore) i Stripbaits

0ffshore ocean waters 40-601bs 135 Ibs

Trolling, casting metal lures to surface fish

P 6-Ulbs T7lbs

Trolling; also, sailfish seem to be attracted to slow trolled live baits fished in
¢ similar methods as used to slow troll for king mackerel

Whole dead fish -ballyhoo, small mullet, strip baits, squid
¢ Artificial lures - small offshore trolling lures, live bait (small fish)

Sailfish

Offshore ocean waters 20-401bs i NA

Wahoo ArtmualIures-offshoretrollmgIures,feather Trolling © Offshore ocean waters :20-401bs S Blibs
: lures, spoons, large plugs, small dead fish : : : g
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> Available

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

)
b
f
b

Amberjack

Atlantic Mackerel

Black Drum

Blue Marlin

Bluefin Tuna

Bluefish

Cobia

Croaker

Dolphin

Flounder

Gray Trout

King Mackerel

Kingfish (Roundhead)

Red Drum

Sailfish

Sea Bass

Sheepshead

Spadefish

Spanish Mackerel

Speckled Trout

Spot

Striped Bass

Tarpon

Tautog

Wahoo

White Marlin

b
}

Yellowfin Tuna

Note: Chart shows availability of fish in local waters; fishery regulations may establish varying open and closed seasons.
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BOATING MADE EASY
AT OUR OCERN CITY, MD OFFIGE

* NEW & USED BOAT SALES

CERTIFIED SERVICE DEPARTMENT

[
\ |

g LIST & SELL YOUR BOAT

¢ .'::. L

* TRADES

.

\ -t"ﬂﬁ ) f
N 5 o W
H s L X
3 ol L ! .
5 ." 4 ; ot - & by &
- Y\, o % -
_1' ‘: . 4 ;L ‘-_. e S ’ B

We take pride in putting the needs of our clientele at the helm, from the day
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ot

* FINANCING

SEAUFOX

BOAT WORKS

INVINCIBLE
' A

. ST 8,
: (o0




THE ORIGINAI. SINCE 1961

> GREATLEADER TIGRESS
50@ GREAT PRICE!

100% FLUOROCARBON LEADER

CLOSELY VIRTUALLY INVISIBLE UNDERWATER
MATCHES

THE LIGHT * FASTER SINK RATE THAN MONO
REFRACTIVITY

OF WATER -~ « ABRASION RESISTANT

MOUNTS
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BE READY FUR YOUR NEXT I\DVENTUREI

OUTRIGGERS - MOUNTS - RIGGING ACCESSORIES - GUNNEL ROD HOLDERS
KITE FISHING GEAR - FLAG POLES - AND ROD HOLDER ACCESSORIES

‘Toll Free: 1-800-824-WIRE (9473) | Phone: 1-610-384-7260 TIGRESSOUTRIGGERS.COM

www.afwfishing.com | sales@afwfishing.com

1 /
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S E RV I < E ‘ E N I I R — Since 1952, Imtra ‘has been brlnglng best—m class- pre‘ducts exper‘f
: ~knowledge and unparalleled-personal support to avid. anglers ' &

.
¥

OUR SERVICES

A

& Maintenance & Repair v
& A/C Repair SLEIPNER

SPOTLIGHT ON: THRUSTERS

& Audio/Visual & Boat Liqhting A% #  Introducing Sleipner eVision

- . N The first electric motor designed specifically for marine thruster use.
E IeCt rica I SySte ms - - « Lighter weight & quieter operation « Extreme efficiency and low amp draw

« Smaller size for easier fit « Ignition protection for safety
* Industry leading run time at 100% thrust - Compatible with Sleipner S Link

- L]
@ D eta | I In g X - Integrated proportional power control « Designed for boats of 40 to 100 feet

" SEE FULL LINE OF SLEIPNER THRUSTERS & PARTS THROUGH SUNSET PROVISIONS
Annual Services

A . = A 4 —
! o = - :‘I-'-;,_ " R = T o G ° 1 .
= K = - S =aEh N2 ZiPWAKE
v SPOTLIGHT ON: DYNAMIC TRIM CONTROL

ON-THE-ROAD / ON-THE-WATER FULL SERVICE IN ...-»~-g__ ), Unbeatable Performance and Comfort

Fast acting interceptors perfectly engineered for boats from 20-100ft

O C I A N C I I Y M D » Dynamically eliminates uncomfortable and -« Innovative 3D Controls provide unmatched

dangerous pitch and roll while underway control of running trim, heel and heading

: + Automatically minimizes wave resistance « Can be monitored and/or controlled from
A N N A p o I I S M and saves fuel external devices
' SEE THE FULL LINE OF ZIPWAKE KITS AND PARTS THROUGH SUNSET PROVISIONS

410.705.6025 | WWW.INTRINSICYACHT.COM &

Find Your Solution at Imtra.com or Call 508-995-7000

©YAMAHA @ MERCURY GARMIN. A>DOMETIC RlDE 7~ imtra e

IMTRA ALSO SUPPLIES: ANCHORING | LIGHTING | WIPERS & MORE




2024 TOURNAMENT WINNERS and GOOD TIMES!!

PHOTOGRAPHY BY: DAVID MESSICK and OTHERS
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2025 TOURNAMENTS & TUNA

Fish the Largest Tuna Tournament in the Country.

$3,900, llllll

46" ANNUAL SMALL BOAT TOURNAMENT 21 ANNUAL KIDS CLASSIC 2+ ANNUAL LABOR DAY WHITE

juhe 2022, 2025 [l 1870, 2025 MARLIN INVIATIONAL TOURNAMENT
" = b b 3

I 17* ANNUAL FRANKY PETTONLINA valatonCuly

|3 e HEELS & REELS TOURNAMENT 47" ANNUALCHARLES KRATZ &
10831 - Aug2,2025 SCOTT SMITH CHALLENGE CUP JUI‘{ 11- 13 2025 WWW OcTunaTournament.com

September 11 - 13, 2025 ~

410.213.1613 | INFO©OCMARLINCLUB.COM | WWW.OCMARLINCLUBCOM @® & ® @

= ——=

.lemln lIHNFIME
N SRR = .

2" ANNIVERSARY

= 'ﬂ}’ﬁﬁj n Facabook comflunaandtiaras

8 SUNSETNVARINA
sy =] Instagrami@tuna_and_fiaras
e ©

ffs"r £l
'800.322.3065 877.514.FISH

WWW.TUNAANDTIARAS.COM




One.ofthe Largest Billfish Release Tournaments'for Women
Raising-over 2 Million Dollars for Breast Cancer: Research

| -l.t: IS _..-1mjf

2107 Herring Way, Ocean Gity,MD:21842 -,410-289- 0990 X103, %

. ’ o WWW. Pﬂﬂrﬁlnsope“ (HI
s, LD ARiNACIOCEAN eigyqun . S el
4/ V/ N\ Fih.v A Y

JUNE 6-7-8

Blues for DU the first
annual Bluefish
Tournament to benefit
Ducks Unlimited.

F’DDR |m_5 i.‘_Il:rEN

AUGUST 14-15-16

OCEAN CITY’S FULL SERVICE MARINA

22ND ST. & BAY T olmaent epgen a1 ancer TESareh,
410-289-7438 _
WWW.BAHIAMARINA.COM . £LGUNDER POUNDER
< "f{%ﬁr; A one laﬁElmlEoMEmE m? flounder

that is fun for the entire family.

i S

New Outboard and Expanded Small Boat D|V|S|ons for 2025!

’““'—-——:f !I —

$8. 59 MILLION PURSE
IN 2024

WHITE MARLIN « BLUE MARLIN « TUNA . DOLPHIN « WAHOO - SWORDFISH

1k .||-,.
Scan the QR code to register online now or visit:

WWW.WHITEMARLINOPEN.COM




ISH N PADDLE 7TH ANNUAL.

$7,000 GUARANTEED PURSE

CHECK US OUT!
FISHNPADDLE.COM

REDFIN &

)
falenly OC Jewelers

. e =51 rg‘ : & e g
2 @ %J« = 0 e_ f . l o | - *W'\ﬁ:‘?t‘j ‘1\\‘
SAVE THE DATE!
AUGUST 1& 2, 2025

Your entry fee (donation) of $500 makes boats eligible for trophies & prizes.
Additional prize money will be offered thru calcuttas. Ladies, Men & Jr. Anglers welcome!
Cocktail party Friday & Awards brunch Saturday

OR DRA
REGISTER TODAY O O QSO 0

L) A A 1 J

DN-PROFIT B RELEASE TOURNE

THE
MIDATLANTIC
AUGUST 17-22; 2025

$5,752,760 Paid Out in 2024
Shared Among 32 Winners - 11 Payouts Over $100,000

Lights Out Deadicated
$1,416,891 $1,139,248
Reel Tight - $720,442
Dem Boys - $497,714 | Kaarmaa - $346,692
Warden Pass - $299,082 | Leslie Ann - $158,902
Team Sl Yachts - $137,571 | Gret's Three J's - $134,577

Waynes World - $131,670 | Par Five - $107,474

5 Nights ofHosprtality in both
Cape May, NJ'and Ocean City, MD Ports

For Tournament Information, Online Registration, and Sponsor Inquiries

(609) 884-0177 or THEMIDATLANTIC.COM




$1,168,600 PURSE PAID IN THE 2024 BIG FISH CLASSICI

500 AN

= BATY

)

—
%H&?.«Huk;_g,q

s Dlue Moy lin

; S$750 ‘ SIGN UP ONLINE & BATTLE FORTHE BUCKLE! ‘

BASIC ENTRY BATTLEFORTHEBUCKLE.COM

waar 525 los

——

__.-—‘”j"_ y = -
: |;t“fpliﬁ?§ﬁ§i“s ““lg":“";
T CTETT
R T et ey e e

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY JULY 24
TOURNAMENT KICK OFF PARTY &
REGISTRATION 12PM-8PM
CAPTAINS MEETING 8PM
VENDORS/CHARITY RAFFLES 5PM-8PM

FRIDAY JULY 25
LINES IN 7AM (FRI-SAT 32HR TEAMS)

WHAT'S NEW FOR 202572
RELEASE DIVISION

MARLIN RELEASE
12TH ANNUAL 65, 25,10 SPLIT

H U k $5,000

e
.
i N iy |

e

GEL COAT / AWL GRIP / FIBERGLASS

SAND BLASTING / BOTTOM PAINTING

410.215.7579

Meed to reach more people
with your marketing message!

Advertise with Fish On! Please cantact:

Brittingham Jehnb@Qcfishing.com

410-213-1121

SCALES OPEN 4PM-9PM

SATURDAY JULY 26
LINES IN 7AM (SAT-SUN 32HR TEAMS)
LINES OUT 3PM (FRI-SAT 32HR TEAMS)

SCALES OPEN 4PM-9PM

SUNDAY JULY 27

LINES OUT 3PM (SAT-SUN 32HR TEAMS)

SCALES OPEN 4PM-8PM
AWARDS BANQUET 8:30PM

MORE INFORMATION:

LOCATED AT M.R. DUCKS
TALBOT STREET PIER
OCEAN CITY, MD

TUNE INTO LIVE WEIGH-INS
AT BIGFISHCLASSIC.COM

JULY 25 - 27,2025
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FOR THE RING
TOURNAMENT WEIGH STATION 4

SUNSET MARINA OCEAN CIT%’ MD
ENTRY STARTS AT $3,000

NEW BOAT | EARLY ENTRY PERKS: FREE GENERAL ENTRY BUY IN

+ Comp Accommedations and additional $100,000 bonus payout.
To redeem, call with code: SUNSETMARINA,

SCAN ME SSSSEEEsies

......

A > ”Wmf,.f :

MOMOI'S HI-CATCH DIAMOND MONOFILAMENT pDATE TRUCTUR iy g
Diamond's tougher finish ensures exceptional Diamond excels in both areas better than any other .- " : __
abrasion resistance under the most challenging line on the market! Available in four distinctive =h =2 @E EADY FOR m : :wmh

conditions. Its unique formulation provides an colors, Momoi Hi-Catch Diamond offers the perfect
unsurpassed diameter to break strength ratio, blend of high visibility and line clarity in sizes FIi:;?vfurslmrgiimwﬁa;:fnmﬁiﬂélz?ﬂﬁﬁir&ﬂg?n:.vfngsonlirm
delivering breaking strengths far exceeding its ranging from 12-200 Ib test. Find it at your local WEIGH IN, IN OC, CELEBRATE IN AC WITH COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLES FOR THE WKND EVENTS!

stated strength at any diameter. Superior knot Diamond dealer in Special Clear, Hi-Vis Yellow, =N _ _ "
a [l i3 I ':_Ir,_'"?l | 'f;\'\“\ w11 E"_thI __" "F\h ._"h||'n|
strength and abrasion resistance are vital when Orange Crush and Brilliant Blue! E: INFO@JJFISHWEEK.COM | P: 305-282-1006

selecting a monofilament, and Momoi Hi-Catch WWW.JJFISHWEEK.COM I ¥ (O) @JJEISHWEEKAC
Discover more at diamondfishing.com




77/ TERMINAL TACKLE Tough on Barnacles —

AMERICAN FISHING WIRE I [ '
Quality Assured!
BIOCOP TF™ is an all-in-one dual-biocide antifouling paint that

B ILDI N SIR N RE LIABLE RI s. - - - - protects against the harshest marine environments and provides
| 4 ] - : maximum hull protection.

Maximum Protection Available for Fresh,
Brackish and Saltwater

m ol D@ N -2 - Multi-season Protection

MIGHTY-MINI CRANE SWIVELS ' : . % - [ 38.06% Cuprous Oxide

- MRV ¥4 4.14% Zinc Omadine
W ~ i Lloyd’s Registry Certified

MIGHTY-MINI SNAP SWIVELS l . .
m ) . T RN Black Dark Blue Red

BALL-BEARING SWIVELS 12001 ==eemn'230-1 120121

HI-SEAS DELUXE RIGGING KIT ;
| S 12351 =
e >

b
i i

'y Advanced hull protectlon takes ona
new level of sophistication starting
with virtually impenetrable blister
protection from Tuff Stuff high-build
epoxy primer combined with top-
performing BIOCOP TF antifouling.

Backed by the Industry’s

SE Best Written Warranty®

ﬁ-

_.

™y

S A . .
Hand Crafted in /Z//M/h/[ o

www SeaHawkPaints.com PREMIUM YACHT FINISHES

AN
# %)
= &7, F1oN
To" Free: ]-800-824-W|RE (9473) | Phone: ]-6]0-384-7260 : . vaiflﬁletlhro;gh Sea Hawk Paints Certified Applicator. AkZONObel

www.afwfishing.com | sales@afwfishing.com

o
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BECKER
MORGAN

FOR LIFE ON THE %M

Offeri

e

JASON R. PEARCE, AIA

REVITALIZING ICONS, ENHANCING MARINA
EXPERIENCES FOR OVER 30 YEARS

. 3

il f!.*:_ :.: Ciu B 1060

F .

beckermorgan.com

4>+ BOATS

ELU~

11200 Five L Drive, Berlin, MD 21811
WWW.PTSMARINE.COM
443-366-4382
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Heating & Air-Conditioning Bl s SN
L, ekl ;Ii: =) cwms e RS ' . N - :
(301) 769-4999 = o

A
COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL | MARINE  SECS B8P s

o = iy ' mlh _*._ a
"""r.-HJ ¥ E

i

=3

-

¥
|
4

Authorized Dealer

4

DOMETIC

SALES | SERVICE | INSTALLATION

ol

HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS



* COMMERICAL BUILDINGS = RESIDENTIAL HOMES = L
*FREE ESTIMATES = 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE=

ON GALL

24/7 BNSA ci:hiinic

For EMERGENCY REPAIRS HEAT EXCHANGERS
and for ALL OC Tournaments All makes and models

572 o 4 |

; ‘yﬁ 12507 Sunset Ave #14D, Ocean City, MD 21842 #410-213-2658 1-844-ROYAL-PLUS
ﬁ, royalpluselectric.com

o Sl

THE OCEAN CITY

410-299-a9616

www.HildsMarineService.com | HildsMarine1@Verizon.net




OWERMARINGC

BOAT AND TRAILER STORAGE

Conveniently located one block away from the OC Public Ramp with seasonal, monthly & weekly rates available.

12734 Sunset Avenue | Ocean City, MD 21842 | 443-397-8467 | TowerMaineServices.com

&
=
b .i CED TE a n
2
OCEAN CITY 3
AWISTEDTE, TUNA 3
pav e TOURNAMENT s

OFFICIAL HARD ICED TEA

SIMICS

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE

TAWES BROTHERS

4090 CRISFIELD HWY, CRISFIELD, MD, 21817 | 410.968.0606 www.TawesBrothers.com

75 HARKERS TISLAND
100+ PASSENGERS FOR CRUISES
75 PASSENGERS FOR FISHING
ROD & BAIT INCLUDED

. g g ! ..'Z';-.. .“-_-I! _;,: -_ | ol |_- -
L | e o T

1 ¥ .:._-" L7} W
" y
0N\
| gbi "'@_‘If”" e {ra

OCis{ontyjiullfseyicelrackielSnoplwithEE S P eaes: .
ON A FISHING TRIP ON

22nd St. & Bay - Ocean Gity, MD  : THE MisS KATHLEEN .
410-289-7438 - BahiaMarina.com € - - = ot -

OCEAN CITY
MARYLAND




awiGrIP linterlux ScaDek e COSTA

ONE TP

MARINE PARTS | BOTTOM PAINT | OILS | FILTERS | PUMPS
BATTERIES | LIVE & FROZEN BAIT | FOOD & BEER
SUNSET MARINA APPAREL & MORE

8" 20" DTN TS 05" SR8 W

Ocean City, Maryland

,//J/ﬂ/lb/ /lf//l fﬂl/?’ ﬁl) 7[ /7, dg/zéy'

Vip

oan City MD, 218421 410-2 l' ‘i“ J-,-uf m“;‘-lﬁ.iz_.f.:gnii OMICKYIINS-C

E—— - — — -



' c'l/mﬂllﬂlﬂil

:N PRINTING-EMBROIDERY-
)MOTIONAL PRODUCTS-

0-213-1176 / 800-338-9163
-~ vIsIT REDSUNCUSTOM.COM/

)00 PRODUCTS YOU CAN DESIGN ONLINE!

© RED SUN CUSTOM APPAREL

CERTIFIED

MASTER
TECHMICIAN

H:hnﬁmhfnmkmmrhe ndustry leader MtMJesran,

fabrication and instollatian jmlnmmmmurmd'burmnp

packages for 20 years. Experience matters! But we also beat the \
competition through innovation, quality, atfention to detail and

Mnh—iew'mm senvice. We'we got you covered with K

state-of-the-oet designs- each personalized for your fishing needs.
2100 Avenue B, Riviera Beach, FL 33404

% . n Fhane: su.mmn Fl.u 561.491,5749 TOWERS / ””‘Enlp awlip_com AkzoNobel

-..._ -.--‘
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Captain Steve Katz
Certified Marine Electrician

steve's

steve @ stevesmarineservices.com

* MARINE NAVIGATION ELECTRONICS
* CHRIP TRANSDUCERS & SOUNDERS
« SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS

« ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEMS

* VIDEO CAMERAS, LED LIGHTING

= AC & CD ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

A1z L 2 IR E- _ ) 5 * GLENDINNING & ZF MATHERS
A g e ENGINE CONTROLS
kﬂtm'} - s

I | . [ L " D |
B tan ol A g 1Y = P AR | et
Authorized LJ:;JL:[ for Mosi J"\.fh_1|'.h.-.’ pDrands

A
- GARMIN.

SEAKEEPER FURUNO
A»DOMETIC  SIMRAD AR
JLALIDIO. KIVIH ELECTROSEA

Visit www.shop.stevesmarineservice.com for Deals on New & Used Equipment!

410-231-3191

Located in West Ocean City, MD

n Steves Marine Service



Motor Oils & Additives

4 N
Made in Germany.
Made for you.

IVIARINE

LIQ

"l choose LIQUI MOLY High Performance 85W-90 Marine Gear oil
for my Mercury 250 Pro XS because it significantly reduces heat

in the lower unit, crucial for high-performance engines facing
immense stress. With LIQUI MOLY, | trust my engine and lower unit
are protected. Similarly, LIQUI MOLY 10W-30 full synthetic marine
oil NMMA FC-W Cat approved) ensures my engine’s safety during
varied activities or long, high-speed runs. With LIQUI MOLY, peace
of mind is guaranteed”

X s --.' 2 has nﬁ&bma better tﬁ?}le R
e S 30111&16 IGFA and show your committment to our spnrtf
C ? B T earn more about the IGFA at igfa.org/program-report

The Benefits You will Receive:

Exclusive “Members Only" online access to:
IGFA World Record database,
exclusive discounts, how-to and historical videos,
World Record Game Fishes book archives.
World Record Game Fishes book — mailed copy.
The monthly International Angler —
digital publication. Choice of IGFA
snook or wahoo hat. Rapala EZ Stow line scissors
and anOfficial IGFA Membership packet
includingyour 1GFA Membership card and decals.

Daylon Smith
Professional Bass Angler

See the whole success story: www.iuseit.us

Join today at

E‘l’h igfa.org/2024-join-page

For further information or technical support

please call 1-888-MOLYOIL (665-9645) Find the rlght oil! Newsletter Teamstore m # | USE |t



GET IN TOUCH f CHATTERLURES © CHATTERLURES (610]) 331-3

INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST INNOVATION
“THE WINGMAN” SIDE TRHCKER

The Wingman series of directional birds, splash birds and shell squids takes us to another
level of what's currently available today. Our directional bird is guaranteed to be yvour true
wingman surpassing the directional distance of any other competitor by far. Coupled with
design innovation of our fin and added hydrofoils allows for the bar to be lifted
up and out of the water.

WHY CHOOSE CHATTER LURE?

MADE WITH THE FINEST RIGGING MATERIALS
BATTLE TESTED WITH A FOCUS ON CATCHABILITY
PROVEN TO DOMMINATE ALL PELAGIC SPECIES

NOW PROUD OWNERS OF

FEATURING
Carlson Oiishore
Ultimate Trolling Bird

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF! MADE IN PORT JEFFERSON NEW YORK, USA
CHATTERLURES.COM
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Il PERFORMANCE =

=N EDRRRR

ROBERT'S
COASTAL, to the Captams & Readers for
S —

sharing your fish pics with us.
CONSTRUCTIO%

Continue sending us your photos as
you're the lifeblood of the paper!

NEW CONSTRUCTION - RENOVATIONS - BATHROOMS
KITCHENS - CUSTOM TRIM - TILE - CARPENTRY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT (O}
DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE SENDING US PHOTOS "

Ocean City, MD. -~ 443.664.5229 4107161492
Robert@ coastalconstructionwoec.com

coashalconstructionwoc.com
[=] @robertscoastalconstruction

888.483.2178

Easton, Maryland

Maryland Home Improvement #124214  Maryland Home Builder #4011

Let us tell
your story.

Creative Minds.
Proven Results.

Twés

Web Design & Development, Google Tours, Graphic Design,
e-Commerce, e-Marketing, Logo Identity and Branding, Social
Marketing... learn more at

D3 Corp.com

N Binmm b Edarkseas 12319 Ocean Gateway, Suite 202, Ocean City, MD 21842
bankofoceanc |t}" com mic2 darkses.com 410.213.2400 | support@D3Corp.com




GRAY FISHTAG

RESEARCH —

Bridging the gap between Professional Fishermen and Science

Revolutionize Your Outriggers

Effortless Clip Retrieval at Your Fingertips

J oin J[h{:} team and be J[h.[:j d|ﬁe rence The Automated Outrigger Line Control System by Bravo ACR LLC seamlessly connects
CO ntact us to g ot | nvo [Ued with your current outrigger setup, transforming your fishing experience.

By moving the shock cord from the gunwale to the T-top, it not only frees up space but
also enhances safety and efficiency on deck.

Say goodbye to tangled lines and restricted movement, and hello to a smarter, more
streamlined fishing operation.

ACR is the first and only patented automatic clip return system on the market
Visit us online and watch our video

www.bravoacr.com | 305-879-2122

Join and follow the fun at @) GrayFishTagResearch.org
Toll-Free: 844-824-8353 | info@GrayFishTag.org | 803 SW. 14th Court | Pompano Beach, FL 33060 | US.A.



el N SOLUTION

The ElectroStrainer” system
eliminates all that hassle. It
rids your seawater systems of
barnacles and marine growth,
forever. No more clogged
lines or strainers. There's
an ElectroStrainer system
designed to fit almost
any boat. Get one, and
chill out on your boat.

It's no fun cleaning a gunky
strainer basket. To have your
beoat's cooling and AJC systems
clogged, alert lights flashing.
Or to shell out the bucks for an
acid descale. Especially when
you have to do it over and over.

(RN
| STRAINEH |
CELL

LEARN MORE!

REMOTE DNSPLAY
foptional an Soort modelk]

.
ELECTROSEA

(952) 475-8084 | electrosea.com

<5 SEAKEEPER

YEAH, FEELS
LIKE THALT.

Seakeeper eliminates up to 95% of roll to
keep your boat stable in virtually any seas.

Scan to find E— R E

stabilization for boats E %}._
23-200+ ft. (7-60 m) o b 7
-

,h._

STHE SUURCE FUR SPEGIALIZEI] OFFSHURE TACKLE™

'ﬂUAILABLE WORLDWIDE= DESIBNE[] & ASSEMBLED IN TYHSKIN MARYLANDe Lg

*t

i qr_




OPTICS

O CATO

WHOLESALE FUELS

CATO Oil Company
Serving DeLMarVa area for over 60-YEARS

MARINE LUBRICANTS 44 3 : 21 0 s 2 53 3 DIESEL FUEL

Ocean City = Easton = Centreville
weew.eyesandart.ne:

ELEVATE YOUR VISION WITH HOOK OPTICS




cA.I.@ POWER www.CarterMachinery.com/Marine
4N | SYSTEMS

LEAVE THE OTHERS
IN YOUR WAKE.

MARINE POWER SOLUTIONS
TO KEEP YOU ON THE WATER

Cat®Marine products are world-renowned not
only for their reliability, durability, and
efficiency, but also for their
innovative engineering

and manufacturing.

—

Carter Power Systems proudly
offers a wide range of Cat propulsion
solutions, auxiliary engines, and packaged
generator sets that provide high-performing,
reliable power for yacht owners.

OUR EXPANDED SERVICE OFFERINGS

9 {  Boroscope Inspections
riidge
VAR * Fluid Sampling and Analysis
e Engine Surveys
PR, SCAN THE R CODE
TOVISIT US ON THE WEB
ELKRIDGE, MD OCEAN CITY, MD CHESAPEAKE, VA
6387 Old Washington Rd. 12904 Sunset Ave. 3404 Business Center Dr.
Elkridge, MD 21075 Ocean City, MD 21842 Chesapeake, VA 23323

Chesapeake

L 410.796.8000 410.213.9373 800.276.0059




